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Survivals in Christianity. Studies in the Theology of the Divine Immanence. 
Special Lectures delivered before the Episcopal Theological School at 
Cambridge, Mass., in 1892. By Charles James Wood. New York: 
Macmillan and Co. 1893 Pp.317. 

The Foregleams of Christianity. An Essay on the Religious History of Anti- 
quity. By Charles Newton Scott. Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
London: Smith, Elder and Co. 1893. Imported by Macmillan and 
Co. Pp. viii. 223. 

A peculiar interest attaches to these two books by reason of their appeal 
to a wider circle than the company of professional scholars on behalf of a 
body of facts and a method of investigation which are bound to obtain a 
prominent place in theological study. The facts are the doctrines and prac- 
tices of religious systems other than Christianity, and the method is that of 
comparing these facts with those of Christianity. 

It is not necessary, if it were possible, to prophesy the result of such an 
investigation as these books suggest and endeavor to forward. Their contri- 
bution to it affords instructive material bearing upon the point enough to 
occupy more space than could be allowed to this notice. Both writers have 
their aims clearly defined at the start. Each has his prepossessions. The 
author of " Survivals in Christianity " holds that Christianity is uniquely orig- 
inal in its primitive doctrines and ideas, but that outside accretions from non- 
Christian sources, folk-faith, and " pagan " systems, have contaminated some 
of its fundamental teachings as these have been enunciated and expounded 
through the ages by Christian teachers. His plan is to determine the precise 
teaching of the New Testament on various essential points, to compare it 
with the results of popular non-Christian belief or systems of doctrine on the 
same points to show how far later Christian teaching has departed from the 
original standards and finally thus to enable modem Christianity to get rid of 
these " pagan survivals" and return to the doctrine of Jesus and the Apostles. 

The purpose of Mr. Scott is to show that the elements of truth in the pre- 
Christian religions and philosophies can be harmonized only by Christianity ; 
that the more exalted these were in morals, the more faulty were their meta- 
physics ; that God manifests his presence in the succession of religious devel- 
opments preparing the way for Christianity. The two books take quite a 
different attitude toward non-Christian systems, the one regarding Christianity 
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as having suffered from the contact with *' pagan " faiths, the other finding 
"pagan" faiths summed up and satisfied in Christianity. Now each of these 
views has truth, but neither has the whole truth. The books, therefore, sup- 
plement and correct each other. Christianity does satisfy the religious want 
to which each of these old religions corresponded, does embody in a higher 
and purer way the truth for which they stood. They take their place in its 
larger temple and are at home there. At the same time they have brought 
with them customs, practices, ideas, forms of expressions, which are not quite 
consistent with the higher elements of the faith which has received them. 
They have imposed modes of thought whose results have been retrogressive 
instead of progressive. It is wise and salutary that these be sought out care- 
fully and clearly revealed. Mr. Wood's method and contribution to this end 
are praiseworthy, his method much more than his contribution of positive 
thinking. 

The weakness of his book lies in the presupposition already mentioned 
which lies at its root. It overestimates the originality of Christianity. There 
is no place for the gathering up of the past into the Christian system. The 
" evolution of religion " has, according to this view, no relation to the Chris- 
tian origins. Christianity starts into being from no prepared soil with no 
antecedents. This conception of Christianity is quite out of date and cannot 
stand before the facts. Does not this notion run the risk of impugning the 
justice of the Divine method of dealing with the race ? Everything " pagan " 
is false. Old faiths got nothing right, but all awry. Mr. Wood has also 
yielded to the temptation, incident to his method, of finding in the New Testa- 
ment a Christianity which is in accordance with his ideas of what it ought to 
be. With that touchstone much appears to be "pagan survival" which 
another thinker would regard as the essence of the Gospel. The question at 
issue, underlying all, is the source of the Christian doctrines themselves, 
whence they came, how were they wrought out, on what they depend. 

Both works, that of Mr. Scott especially, are injured by dependence upon 
untrustworthy sources of facts concerning other religions and by unwarranted 
inferences concerning their ideas and teachings. There is not space here to 
point out specific instances to substantiate this statement, but it would be 
easily possible. Indeed, when one considers what an amount of reading, what a 
command of facts is demanded before one is competent to pronounce an opin- 
ion upon these complex questions, the wonder is that both writers have made 
so few slips. The subject which they discuss is not yet ripe for discussion. 
The field has not yet been covered. The facts are not yet all in. One can 
not but feel that the labor which has been bestowed is not rewarded by the 
results achieved. These writers are pioneers. They must suffer the fate of 
most pioneers. They are also entitled to their rewards and the esteem due to 
such endeavor. They have their eyes on the right goal, even though they 
may make many false steps and at last may fail to reach it. 

It is worth while for intelligent clergymen to read these volumes that they 
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may know what is the direction which the new and fruitful work in theology 
is to take. If they can gain from these books some stimulus to undertake 
similar studies, they will be rewarded. The impulse gained would be most 
wisely directed if it should lead them, not to the investigation of the wide 
field of many religions, but to the mastery of one. To be able thoroughly to 
know one other religion than Christianity, so as to make one's comparisons 
really sound and stable, is immensely to widen one's knowledge of religious 
truth and powerfully to strengthen one's grasp on the eternal verities of the 
Gospel of God. G. S. G. 

The Prophecies of Daniel Expounded. By Milton S. Terry, S.T.D., 
Professor of Old Testament Exegesis in Garrett Biblical Institute. New 
York : Hunt & Eaton. Pp. 1-136. Price $1.00. 
Professor Terry believes that the mass of what has been written upon the 
Book of Daniel in the form of commentary, is based upon unsound methods 
of interpretation. He feels that, in the opinion of many English expounders, 
the great vision of Daniel was to foretell the rise and fall of the Roman 
Papacy. He is inclined to think that if this idea of theirs is to be objected to 
they would scarcely be willing to give the book a place in the canon. Pro- 
fessor Terry is likewise opposed to the assumption that the book of Daniel 
and the Apocalypse of John were intended to contain a prophetic syllabus of 
European politics. The professor does not commit himself on the question of 
the date and authorship, but maintains that whatever may be the results of 
scientific criticism, the apocalyptic chapters constitute a very original and 
important body of divine revelation. We are to infer from the preface that 
if criticism should prove that the book was written during the times of the 
Maccabees, the real purpose and influence of the book would not be disturbed. 
The chief purpose of the treatment seems to be to advocate that view of the 
four great kingdoms which has been lost sight of by English readers. He 
opposes very strongly the opinion that the fourth kingdom is the Roman 
Empire, maintaining that the four kingdoms are the Babylonian, the Median, 
the Persian and the Grecian. A short but well selected bibliography precedes 
the introduction. 

Omitting the other portions of Daniel, he discusses (1) Nebuchadnezzar's 
prophetic dream (2:31-45); (2) The vision of the four empires and the 
judgment (chapter 4) ; (3) The vision of the ram and the goat (chapter 7) ; 
(4) The seventy weeks (chapter 9:24-27); (5) The broken and divided 
kingdom, and the end (chapter 11:2 to chapter 12:3). The explanation 
adopted of the use of the two languages in the book, the Aramaic as well as 
the Hebrew, suggests that the Aramaic section is not the original text of 
Daniel but an ancient Targum or Paraphrase which has been substituted for 
it. There is no question that the professor has adopted the correct view of 
the four empires, and in a popular way he presents the arguments for and 
against. One of the strangest facts of modern belief, or perhaps it would 



